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Charles Redd Center Teaching Western History Award 
for K-12 Teachers 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Western History Association and the Charles Redd Center are sponsoring four K-12 Teaching Awards that 
will provide teachers with the opportunity to attend and present at the Western History Association Annual 
Meeting in Newport Beach, California, October 15-18, 2014. Selected teachers will share their lesson plans and 
teaching strategies at a K-12 teaching panel on Saturday, October 18 at the conference.  
 
The Award will include the following: conference registration, award banquet ticket, ticket to the opening 
reception, and $500 towards conference related costs such as hotel, travel, conference tours, or Continuing 
Education Credits.  
 
Application Materials Must Include 
 

 Resume  
 Short statement (one page) of how winning the award will benefit you and your students  
 One letter of recommendation (principal, administrator, colleague, etc) 
 Lesson plan* (any grade level K-12) on the American West pertaining to the conference theme, “The West 

and the World.” The lesson plan must include examples of Active Learning and Assessment and be 
factually correct. Include a bibliography of materials and sources used to create the lesson and reference 
any historical scholarship upon which the lesson is based. Lesson plans must also adhere to the scoring 
guidelines in the rubric. All files should be submitted either in .pdf formats and saved as: YOUR 
NAME_TITLE. 

 
Conference Theme  
 
The WHA 2014 conference theme is “The West and the World.” What forces have connected the North American 
West with other parts of the world? Consider, for example, the international links forged by catastrophic events: 
the fur and hide trade of the 18th and 19th centuries; the mining extravaganzas ranging from the California gold 
rush to the Klondike; the detonation of atomic, then hydrogen bombs; the end of the Cold War, which allowed 
indigenous Alaskans and Siberians to reestablish contact; the tsunami of 2011; and the climate change now 
known as global warming. All of these events have reinforced ties between peoples of the West and their 
counterparts around the globe. What teaching strategies have you used with your students when teaching the 
American West? What primary sources work well in your lessons? 
 
 

Deadline extended to August 1, 2014 
Award details, including the lesson plan format and scoring rubric, can be found at: 

http://www.westernhistoryassociation.wildapricot.org/   
Click on the Awards tab and scroll down to the Charles Redd Center Teaching Western History Award. 

 

Please direct all materials and questions to Patti Loughlin, ploughlin@uco.edu  
 
For more information about the Western History Association go to: http://www.westernhistoryassociation.wildapricot.org/   
 
The 2014 Awards Committee consists of Patti Loughlin (University of Central Oklahoma), Peter Blodgett (Huntington Library), Andrea 
Radke-Moss (Brigham Young University-Idaho), Craig Kinnear (University of Notre Dame), and William De Stefano (retired Tucson K-12 
teacher). 

 
*All applicants for the award will be sent a written release that allows the Western History Association and the Charles Redd Center to post 
your lesson on their websites and to possibly include your lessons in other publications. Your work will remain your own and you will be 
given appropriate citation and credit in any digital or print reproductions of your work. The release must be signed and returned for you to 
be eligible to win the 2014 award. 

http://www.westernhistoryassociation.wildapricot.org/
mailto:ploughlin@uco.edu
http://www.westernhistoryassociation.wildapricot.org/


LESSON TITLE: ______________________________________________________ 
 

DURATION, 
CLASS, GRADE 
LEVEL, NUMBER 
OF STUDENTS 

Classroom instruction time needed & additional time (if any) for student 
project completion.  Class topic/title, Grade Level and Number of Students. 

 
LOCATION  

 
Center(s) of student learning and discovery. 

 
KEY VOCABULARY  

 
Language terms used to build essential understandings that reinforce the 
conceptual framework that engages student thought. 

 
INSTRUCTIONAL  
MATERIALS  
 

 
A list of learning materials needed for instruction.  All materials should be 
included with lesson. 

ENDURING 
UNDERSTANDING 
(BIG IDEA) 
 

A terse statement that clearly identifies the life-long understanding that 
students will gain as a result of this lesson. 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION/S 
 

The basic inquiry sequence that will direct student learning and discovery. 
 

LEARNING  
OBJECTIVES  

Clearly stated and measureable. 

STANDARDS National Standards or Common Core Standards that your lesson meets – 
Optional.   

BACKGROUND  What does the teacher need to know about this topic before introducing the 
lesson? 
What do students need to know prior to this lesson being introduced (or, 
what does this lesson built upon a previous enduring understanding?)? 

 
SUGGESTED 
PROCEDURE 

 
A brief outline of how this lesson will develop, including active learning 
techniques. 

 
EVALUATIONS 
(ASSESSMENT) 

 
A rubric directly tied to the stated lesson objectives is encouraged.  State 
evaluation methods that can be used. Evaluation options should not be 
limited to a standard testing format and should consider various ways that 
students learn. 

 
EXTENSIONS 

 
What kind of activities can be suggested should a teacher wish to develop the 
essential understandings in greater depth? 

 
RESOURCES 
 

 
A list of print, electronic and artifacts that will aid in the preparation and 
development of this lesson. 

 
This lesson plan provides a map for teachers to use but it is highly recommended that the 
evaluation rubric be used in conjunction with plan development. 



EVALUATION RUBRIC 
Criteria  5 = Outstanding* 4 = Very Good* 3 = Good* 2 = Satisfactory* 1 = Poor* 

RELEVANCE 
Conference Theme 
Western US History 
Application 
 

The lesson develops the conference 
theme, “The West and the World,” as 
part of Western US history, and 
provides significant context, 
knowledge, and application to 
students’ lives. 

The lesson develops the 
conference theme, “The West and 
the World,” as part of Western US 
history and provides context, 
knowledge, and application to 
students’ lives. 

The lesson relates to the 
conference theme, “The West and 
the World,” and connects it to 
Western US history, but provides 
limited context, knowledge, and 
application to students’ lives. 

The lesson relates to the 
conference theme, “The West 
and the World,” but does not 
connect it to Western US history 
or provide context, knowledge, 
and application to students’ 
lives. 

The lesson does not relate 
directly to the conference 
theme, “The West and the 
World,” or connect it to 
Western US history or 
provide context, knowledge, 
and application to students’ 
lives.  

CRITICAL THINKING 
Evaluate 
Analyze 
Interpret 

The lesson makes a consistent effort 
to require critical thinking. Students 
evaluate, analyze, and interpret 
primary sources. The objectives, 
essential questions, and enduring 
understandings are clearly linked and 
logically developed. 

The lesson makes an effort to 
require critical thinking. Students 
evaluate, analyze, and interpret 
information, but not necessarily 
primary sources. The objectives, 
essential questions, and enduring 
understandings are mostly linked. 

The lesson makes an effort to 
require critical thinking. Efforts 
are made to encourage students in 
evaluation and interpretative 
analysis, but the approach tends 
towards teacher-centered 
activities.  

The lesson makes little effort to 
require critical thinking.  No 
effort is made to encourage 
students in evaluation and 
interpretive analysis and the 
approach tends towards 
teacher-centered activities.   

The lesson makes no effort to 
require critical thinking. No 
effort is made to encourage 
students in evaluation and 
interpretive analysis and it is 
vague and/or poorly 
organized.  

CONCEPTUAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
Relevant Terms 
Essential Concepts 

The lesson connects relevant terms 
to essential concepts that engage 
student learning and understanding.  
All terms and concepts are clearly 
defined.  

The lesson indicates relevant 
terms and essential concepts that 
engage student learning and 
understanding, but the 
connections are vague. All terms 
and concepts are basically 
defined. 

The lesson indicates and defines 
relevant terms, but essential 
concepts appear either detached 
or unclear and few connections 
are made between the relevant 
terms and essential concepts.  

The lesson indicates and defines 
relevant terms, but lacks 
essential concepts and makes no 
connections between the 
relevant terms and essential 
concepts.  
 

The lesson indicates relevant 
terms, but does not define 
them, and lacks essential 
concepts and makes no 
connections between the 
relevant terms and essential 
concepts.  
 

CREATIVITY 
Insightful 
Student-Centered 
Inspirational 

The lesson takes an insightful, 
student-centered approach to 
learning. Well conceived and 
developed, it inspires teachers and 
students to learn and think more 
broadly, and is adaptable to a variety 
of learning styles.   

The lesson takes an insightful 
approach, but is not necessarily 
student-centered. Clearly outlined 
and developed, it encourages 
teachers and students to think 
broadly, and is somewhat 
adaptable to multiple learning 
styles.  

The lesson offers an interesting 
perspective on its particular topic, 
but is not student-centered. 
Clearly outlined and developed, it 
is somewhat adaptable to multiple 
learning styles. 

The lesson offers little insight or 
inspiration, and is not student-
centered. It is clearly outlined 
and developed, and is somewhat 
adaptable to multiple learning 
styles. 

The lesson offers little insight 
or inspiration, and is not 
student-centered. It appears 
“typical”, uninspiring, and 
merely recites factual 
information. 

RESOURCEFULNESS 
Primary Sources 
Multiple Perspectives 
Varied Media 

The lesson focuses on primary 
sources, utilizes multiple 
perspectives to emphasize diverse 
experiences, and engages student 
learning with varied media. Students 
are encouraged to find their own 
sources. Beyond the classroom 
outcomes can be shared with a wider 
community (ie., local organizations, 
interactively on the Internet). 

The lesson utilizes primary 
sources and multiple perspectives 
to emphasize diverse experiences, 
but does not engage student 
learning with varied media. 
Students are encouraged to find 
their own sources. Learning is 
somewhat limited to the 
classroom, but students are 
encouraged to share what they 
learn (ie., local organizations, 
interactively on the Internet).  

The lesson utilizes primary 
sources and multiple perspectives 
to emphasize diverse experiences, 
but does not engage student 
learning with varied media. 
Students are not encouraged to 
find their own sources. Learning is 
somewhat limited to the 
classroom, but students are 
encouraged to share what they 
learn (ie., local organizations, 
interactively on the Internet). 

The lesson utilizes primary 
sources, but does not engage 
multiple perspectives to 
emphasize diverse experiences 
or engage student learning with 
varied media. Students are not 
encouraged to find their own 
sources. Learning is limited to 
the classroom and students are 
not encouraged to share what 
they learn beyond the 
classroom. 

The lesson does not utilize 
primary sources, engage 
multiple perspectives to 
emphasize diverse 
experiences, or engage 
student learning with varied 
media. Students are not 
encouraged to find their own 
sources. Learning is limited to 
the classroom and students 
are not encouraged to share 
what they learn beyond the 
classroom. 

LEARNING AND 
ASSESSMENT 
Active Learning 

The lesson uses active learning 
techniques that have students 
interacting with materials and one 
another to gain mastery of concepts, 
ideas, and historical thought 
processes. 

The lesson uses active learning 
techniques to have students 
engaging with materials or one 
another to gain understanding of 
concepts, ideas, and historical 
thought processes. 

The lesson makes a cursory effort 
at using active learning techniques 
that aims for students to 
understand concepts and ideas. 

The lesson makes a cursory 
effort at using active learning 
techniques that aims for 
students to memorize content. 

Does not incorporate active 
learning techniques. 

STANDARDS The lesson specifically connects to a 
set of standards, such as the National 
History Standards or the Common 
Core State Standards.  

The lesson does not connect to a 
set of standards.  

The lesson does not connect to a 
set of standards. 

The lesson does not connect to a 
set of standards. 

The lesson does not connect 
to a set of standards. 

*The score always ascends according to the demonstrated level of accuracy and understanding of the offered lesson content. 
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